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Camden

Health Inequalities Event
Friday 14th October 2011
Voluntary Action Camden 

10am – 1pm

Summary Report
After discussion between Robert MacGibbon, an active member of the defunct Health Inequalities Forum and VAC, it was agreed that VAC will host a Health Inequalities event pro-bono to look at the future for the sector in this area. This event took place as there has not been any Health Inequalities Forum since March 2011 due to funding withdrawal. The communities felt there was a lack of engagement between the sector and statutory bodies in Camden. 
29 delegates from the voluntary and community sector in Camden were present at the Health Inequalities event hosted by Voluntary Action Camden. It was chaired by Robert MacGibbon. 
Sean Baine from Equality Trust gave a presentation on the wealth in the countries around the world and its impact on inequalities and then he discussed the rise of inequalities in UK over the past 30 years and in particular London. He also gave an overview of the work being carried out in Islington and the setting up of The Islington Fairness Commission and how this will be important for Camden. See presentation on the website.
Jacqui Tongue, Practice Manager and board member on the Camden Clinical Commissioning Consortia Board, gave a presentation on the work of the board so far, the members and what will the future look like. She also gave an over view of the commissioning intentions and how it will work. See presentation on the website and Camden Commissioning Intentions Strategy 2011-13 documents on the website. 
Several points were discussed during the session:

· There were concerns regarding the presentation as it was full of vision, but the delegates felt that the voluntary and community sector was not included in the future work and there was no indication on how it will work after 2013. 
· The delegates were concerned that there was nothing in place from now to 2013 for the sector. There have been cuts in services, but no assessment is taking place on the current delivery and the work done over the years in the community has been forgotten. 

· There are access issues to health services in terms of language barriers which the community were supporting before and currently no work is being done in this area to engage communities. 

· Youth & the homeless are being ignored and they do not have access to simple support such as GPs. 

· The sector is very concerned that all or most information about services are going online and no support is being provided in the community to provide support to their members. 

· The appointment system is not working. 
· Out of hours system is now getting complex. 

· Obesity in children and adults is on the rise and the preventative action is not taking place in the communities.

· Prescriptions for clients are too complex at times. 

· Carers are not getting enough information about services available.

· Specialist legal requirements are too complex and not explained properly

· There are too many abbreviations and jargon used and this should be made simpler for the communities.

· Some of the individuals in the communities are anxious in accessing mainstream services and need a lot of support which was provided by the community organisations, but this is increasingly difficult due to lack of funds. 

· Various community groups voiced concerns that although they keep hearing that the sector is being consulted, they are not sure how this is done. There are no forums or networks for them to discuss issues or concerns or share best practice to promote equality in health. 

Overall, the delegates were happy that this event took place. However, they were still not clear about the commissioning intentions. This has raised more questions rather than answered the concerns and issues highlighted above. 

The delegates agreed there should be a conduit for the sector to work closely with the Camden Clinical Commissioning Consortia Board either through focus groups or forums in the sector.  
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